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A warning sign for all drivers at the intersection that took a life in 2003. The newly installed safety 


light hangs overhead. 
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Road safety 
= Improved 


Traffic light placed at fatal 


intersection near college 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


With the help from NECC clubs, the main 
travel route to the Haverhill campus has become 
a safer place to drive. After years of accidents, 
some fatal, a traffic light has been installed at a 
nefarious crossroads 

Mike Volpe travels through the Route 110 and 
Elliot St. intersection every day on his way to 
work in Methuen, and admittedly not always at 
the proper speed. 

“The road changes its speed limit over and 
over, but it's 40 miles per hour there. I know I 
} don't always go that slow, unless I am taking the 
on ramp North,” he said. 

“Tf I'm late, I drive faster to try and get there 
on time. Everyone does that. It's going to happen 
as long as people are driving.” 

Volpe's honest take is refreshing and certain- 
ly reflects the pattern of a large number of vehicle 
operators. Like him, many drivers travel at high 
' speeds through this intersection, earning it a rep- 
ae Este utation in-Haverhill as a place to be cautious 
’ when driving. 

“It's always been like that. People drive way 
too fast around here in general, but that road is 
dangerous. I've almost been hit at least three 


See [Intersection] page 6 
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A veteran’s advice on surviving school ‘daze’ 


Where to find good 
pizza and helpful tips 
on buying books 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


Welcome to Northern Essex, 
kiddos; hope you survive the 
experience. I felt that given the 
reach of our publication, it would 
be a loss of an opportunity if I 
didn’t try to impart my wisdom 
on you fresh starts. 

The Haverhill campus might 
be small, but once you get into 
the swing of the college experi- 
ence, a wide variety of advantages 
will be realized. 

If you’ve signed up for classes, 
I'm assuming you've already pur- 


"chased your books, or attempted 


to, or had a dream where you 
bought them and then woke up to 
find out you're still short a few 
hundred dollars. That’s fine, 
folks. It’s actually wise to wait 
until classes start, because some 
_times you ended up spending 


money on a book that proves 
fruitless in the classroom. 

If you haven’t experienced 
Northern Essex’s bookstore then 
I advise you check out their best 
offering of this school year; elec- 
tronic textbooks that you down- 
load onto your computer, for half 
the price! 

For those looking for alterna- 
tive methods of paying for school- 
related items, you’re probably 
standing in the Financial Aid line. 
If I could ease the eccasidnal frus- 
tration that—Financial Aid can 
bring, both for students and the 
staff trying to help you gain finan- 
cial security, I would. 

I try to look at it optimistical- 
ly, and if you’re stuck in the line 
for a long period of time, use it to 
connect to other people waiting 
with you. You're standing in the 
icebreaker. 

Northern Essex is a commu- 
nity college, not a residential col- 
lege. Most people go here for 
classes and then leave right away. 
That’s fine, depending on your 
living situation, but Northern 


See [Hints] page 12 


Ryan McBride photo 
Dan Potter (left) confers with co-worker Annette Griffin while serving a student in 
the busy NECC bookstore. 
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Think safety first 
as school begins 


With the start of a new school 
year beginning, a very good step in 
the direction for public safety has 
been made by the town of Haverhill 
that affects all people who travel the 
Massachusetts roadways. More 
directly it affects you, the NECC 
student, as well as the school's fac- 
ulty and visitors. 

This has been a very dangerous 
intersection for years. The light 
was a necessity that had been a long 
time coming to ensure their safety 
along with that of drivers. Many 
thanks belong to the Contemporary 
Affairs Club and the Community 


Outreach Group for their dealings 
with the Haverhill governmental 
bodies in seeing that this long over- 
looked safety hazard at a congested 
intersection was remedied, and 
their continued work is a testament 
to the general public having a say in 
what goes on in their local commu- 
nity. 

We at the Observer remind you 
that whenever traveling to class, 
please keep in mind the rules of the 
road. The new school year is a time 
of beginning on the road of life, and 
it is never worth the risk you put 
others or yourself in just so you will 
not be late for a class. Welcome 
back, and drive safe. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 

} or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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WALK TO WORK 
SINCE HE PUT 


What do you think about book 


Christina Crapo, Nursing 

“I think they're astronomical, they 
shouldn’t be so expensive. I spent 
$1,100.” 


prices? 


Wes Winchester, Business Mgt. 
“I paid $65 for a used business law 
book. Not too bad for a used law 
book.” 


Jeremy Charon , General 
Studies 
“Just introduced to them now, I 


suppose they’re a bit steep.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Jen Mclaughlin, Business Mgt. 
“I think they're too high for the 
amount of time we put into them.” 


Michael Son, Multimedia 
“From what I’ve seen they're pret- 
ty expensive. Especially for new 
students without jobs.” 


Dan Potter, General Studies 
“Ridiculously priced, I think we 
are pretty much screwed.” 


An insider s guide to 
getting used to our 


fantastic college 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


So yeah, 
the summer 
has come and 
gone (very 
uneventful I 
might add), 
and the most 
wonderful 
time of the 
year is upon 
us once again. 
If you're reading this, then it’s the 
beginning of a new fall semester 
and you're at Northern Essex 
Community College. 

Hey, it could be worse; you 
could be in jail, dead or in your 
mom’s basement playing 
videogames (now that I stop to 
think about it that’s not a bad 
proposition). 

But all joking aside, NECC can 
be very enjoyable once you get the 
hang of it. If you’re like me then 
this isn’t your first rodeo and this 
article would be of little use other 
than for laughs. I’ve been here at 
NECC since 2005 for what seems 
to be an endless amount of semes- 
ters, and considering that this is 
my last one (it is, I swear) I decid- 
ed to write this for new students. 

So you just got here, and if 
you're a responsible student 
you've got your schedule and reg- 
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istration stuff squared away 
already months in advance. In the 
likely case that you haven't, you 
will be waiting in line at the 
Student Center for what seems 
like hours so that an angry regis- 
trar (rightfully so) can sign you up 
for whatever classes are still avail- 
able. 

Now that you have your 


If you’re reading this, then it’s the 


If you thought high Echool was bad... 


Depending on your major, the 
buildings you'll be spending most 
of your time in are the C (or 
Spurk) building, the Science 
building, or the cool looking tech- 
nology center. Fortunately each 
of these buildings, no matter how 
old and 70’s like their appearance 
is, have some sort of cafeteria so 
you can get your fix of junk food 


beginning of a new fall semester and 
you're at Northern Essex Community 


College. 


schedule and are wandering aim- 
lessly getting used to the campus, 
you are likely to bump into 
friends from high school, so at 
least you're not alone. 
And all those kids who would 
rub in your face that they were 
- going to some fancy school during 
senior year most likely lied and 
are here as well, hiding them- 
selves behind sunglasses and a 
hooded sweatshirt. But be nice to 
them as they are prone to be in 
some of the same classes as you 
and are all of a sudden interested 
in playing nice. And besides, it’s 
actually a very good idea to do 
some time here at NECC and then 
transfer out, if you’re like me then 
you're definitely trying to save 
some money by cutting corners. 


We want to hear from you. 


a 
ae : 


~ Send letters or opinion columns 


_to the NECC Observer: 


_observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


Cross Country Team 


Meeting 


thletics is a part of the 
Healthy Living 
anagement and Student Services 


They always say time changes things, 
but you actually have to change them 
yourself.” 


-Andy Warhol 


“The more things change the more they 
remain...insane.” 


-Michael Fry 


“The chief obstacle to the progress of the 


and Red Bull to get you through 
the day. 

With all of the basic stuff out 
of the way, it is possible to have 
fun while at NECC. Eventually 
there will be at least one class 
youll enjoy or that you'll learn 
something interesting from. 
Unless you're horridly antisocial 
there are some great clubs, cool 
new people to meet, and some 
great teachers (Stephen Slaner, 
Amy Callahan, Janet Clark, Paul 
St. Amand, John Zamparelli, and 
Meredith Gunning come to 
mind). 

For the first month or so it can 
be a little rough and it takes some 
getting used to, but suck it up; 
things will get better. It’s either 
that or mom’s basement. 


Dear Editor 

Hansel Lopez’s account of his life was great. I loved 
it. One of the things he doesn’t examine, however, is 
the support the US government gave for so many 
decades to the brutal dictators of the Dominican 
Republic. It wasn’t just there either. 

George Bush, Sr. along with our CIA and military 
built up Saddam Hussein. Ronald Reagan was great 
pals with Ferdinand Marcos who raped his country of 
the Philippines. As far back as Roosevelt, US presi- 
dents cavorted with the Somoza clan that ruled 
Nicaragua with an iron fist. The US government tacit- 
ly approved of the PRI Mexican government, which 
tuled Mexico for decade after decade. As soon as some- 
one like Hugo Chavez starts poking his finger in the eye 
of a US president, our government pilloried Chavez as 
a cretin, dunce, terrorist, you name it. Naturally, 
Bush’s bandits never made known all the cheap oil 
flowing to the poor in Massachusetts from Venezuela 
via Joe Kennedy's diplomatic channels with the same 
people the Bush bandits label ‘terrorists. Nowadays, in 
the conservative militant Bush/McCain America, one 
is a terrorist if one doesn’t agree with the US military 
phenomenon. Call into question why we are still get- 
ting nowhere in Iraq and the conservatives call you a 
traitor! I wonder today what conservatives would have 
been called in 1775. Perhaps Tories. 

Now, who were the Tories? Tory government was 
akin to conservative government here. In 1775, the 
Tories were supportive of George III and wanted to 
keep the American colonies subjugated to England. 
Think of it as ‘hegemony’ by the British government. 
This went on till the 20th century until the British 
Empire finally collapsed. 

Conservative governments often survive because 
they ally with the military and try to subjugate other 
countries in order to have their resources. This feeds 
the lifestyle of the subjugator. Just look at our associa- 
tion with the utterly corrupt Saudi Arabian govern- 
ment or take a look at the repressive government in 
Egypt. Let’s face it: all these governments ally with the 
military, for they got the guns. The rest of us don’t and 


Note to readers: This letter was reprinted 
from the previous issue of the Observer 


human race is the human race.” 


-Don Marquis 


“If you want to make enemies, try to 
change something.” 


-Woodrow Wilson 


“What we call ‘Progress’ is the exchange 
of one nuisance for another nuisance.” 


-Havelock Ellis 


“Things do not change; we change” 


-Henry David Thoreau 


™ - 


The dangers of Republicanism 


they usually won't hesitate to use those guns against - 
us if so ordered. That’s what military personnel do 
best: take orders. 

It is to the advantage of the collective group of gen- 
erals, colonels, on down that we keep this Iraq fiasco 
going on forever. It justifies the existence of an 
America ‘vermacht’ (war machine). Can any of us 
imagine what might happen if a couple of hundred 
thousand people suddenly descended upon us from 
Iraq because we stopped the carnage there and 
returned home? The drain on the economy is bad 
enough. Dump all those enlistees whose education 
stopped at high school, who couldn’t find employment 
or were semi employable, or who might have had 
nefarious histories on the American economy and we 
could have riots in the streets. 

For this reason, we hear McCain talk about being 
in Iraq forever. That has been the goal of the conserva- 
tives for some time now. They allied patriotism with 
religion, bought into corporate wealth as a way to 
finance their lavish lifestyles, called immigrants trying 
to get here and make a better life every name possible, 
and made a mockery of civil rights and women’s rights. 
Imagine: a 14-year-old girl gets pregnant and doesn’t 
want the baby. She is a murderer if she has an abor- 
tion? Is a 35-year-old woman a murderer who doesn’t 
want a child and mistakenly gets pregnant? Shall we 
put her in jail for having an abortion? Shall the doctor 
face a court for providing an abortion? Most conserva- 
tives I know would answer in the affirmative, which 
tells you the abysmal direction of America. Just look at 
how many lives these religious conservatives took in 
the 1990’s bombing women’s health centers. 

lask you: what is more conservative that a group of 
religious minded men taking young girls, raping them, 
forcing them into marriage, limiting the gene pool by 
polygamy where children all have the same names and 
look alike, not paying taxes, and giving America the 
middle finger. Yes, it’s happening in Texas, but also in 
enclaves in Utah and Arizona whose conservative state 
governments turn a blind eye. 

If we don’t get our government out of the hands of 
these phony religious minded conservatives who have 
Republican politicians in their grip we are finished. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Veves 
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Upcoming presidential 


election has familiar 
characters 
By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 
It's com- 


ing. The event 
that only hap- 


pens once 
every four 
years and 


should be an 
exciting time; 
no, I’m_ not 
talking about 
the Olympics, 
however I will 
give a shout out to Michael 
Phelps; that dude can swim. 

What I’m really talking about 
is the presidential election, an 
event that evokes memories of 
broken promises, debates, and 
the president not being elected by 
the amount of votes he has but by 
the amount of friends he has in 
the Supreme Court. 

The 2008 elections should be 
important since the country is in 
a recession, we still aren’t exactly 
sure what’s going on in Iraq, gas 
prices are sky high, and nobody 
has a concrete answer for the off- 
shore drilling debacle. 

It’s also important because it 
introduces the nation to a rela- 
tively young, fresh contender in 
Barack Obama and shows the 


return of Republican heavyweight 
John McCain. Believe it or not 
we've seen this scenario before, 
1960 to be exact, when John F. 
Kennedy ran against Richard 
Nixon. 

How is it similar, you ask? In 
1960 Kennedy was controversial 
because of his Catholic back- 
ground, while Obama is because 
of the color of his skin and 
the rumors of possibly being 
Muslim (he’s not). Kennedy was 
viewed as not having the creden- 
tials to run for president, that’s 
why he chose Lyndon B. Johnson, 
a veteran of the U.S. senate, to be 
his running mate. Unless you’ve 
been living under a rock, Obama 
has been viewed as inexperienced 
since announcing his bid for the 
presidency, and has recently 
picked Joe Biden, one of the 
longest serving senators in the 
country, to be his vice president. 

John McCain on the other 
hand has_ similarities with 
Richard Nixon. Both were in the 
Navy, are a lot older than their 
presidential opponent, and don’t 
possess as much charisma or 
aren't as popular amongst young 
voters. 

We'll see if my Kennedy vs. 
Nixon theory holds any water 
when Obama and McCain have 
their first debate on September 
26. Kennedy was thought to have 
won those early debates just 
because of his composed presence 
and his good looks, even though 
Nixon was winning the war of 
words. 


Courtesey of JAMD 


History may just repeat itself during the upcoming presidential debate on Sept. 26. 


This could be an issue for 
McCain as he’s a little on the older 
side and isn’t the smoothest talk- 
er around. Obama is basically a 
celebrity. Don’t take it from me, 
just ask George Clooney who 
called Obama “a rock star”, 
Scarlett Johansson who has a 
“crush” on Obama, or any other 
of the many A-list stars backing 
him. 

We must understand that pol- 
itics, especially in America, are 
becoming less about actual poli- 
tics and more about hype and 
presentation, and it’s been that 
way since 1960. 

Is Obama ready to lead the 
country? I don’t know, but then 


Start Here. Go Anywhere. UPS. 
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Get up to $15,000 
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again, is McCain ready? The bet- 
ter question is: has anybody been 
100 percent prepared to be the 
president of a country as politi- 
cally divided as the United 
States? I’m positive that we are 
going to continue to see politi- 
cians flip-flop on major issues 
and make vague promises cooked 
up by their political teams so long 
as there are elections. They don’t 
want to come off as too conserva- 
tive or liberal. 

The Democrats are going to 
continue to push Obama’s celebri- 
ty aura and fresh promise of 
change, just like they did with Bill 
Clinton. And I know he won't be 
the last Democrat to use that one. 


Meanwhile the Republicans 
are going to stick to their tried 
and true formula of having a 
straight talker (McCain) whose 
mantra will be their opponent’s 
lack of experience and their own 
understanding of foreign affairs. 
The GOP has already launched a 
new website this week, 
“notreadyo8.com”, in which 
they'll broadcast press confer- 
ences with former presidential 
hopefuls/losers like Mitt Romney 
and Rudy Giuliani. 

We'll see how this one turns 
out; both nominees are neck and 
neck right now so it’s hard to call 
it. Then again, in 1960 Kennedy 
won by the narrowest of margins. 
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Unpredictable New England climate 


By comparison, the 
Northeast doesn t 


have it that bad 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Living in 
New England 
gives some of 
us a lot of 
headaches. “If 
you don’t like 
the weather, 
wait a 
minute” goes 
the saying. 
Most of the 
time, that seems to be very true. 
We spent mid-August with fall 
like temperatures and this win- 
ter is supposed to be mild, like 
in 2006 when we saw 60-degree 
days well into December. 

People like to complain 
about the weather universally, 
but in New England we are 
especially finicky. It’s always 
too hot or too cold, too rainy or 
too cloudy. I’ve even heard peo- 
ple say too sunny. Too sunny? 
How does that work? 

We almost take for granted 
our own natural beauty up here 
in the northeast corner of the 
country. Other people flock here 


in the fall, driving hundreds of 
miles just to look at leaves, that 
we complain about when they 
fall into our yards and cover the 
vinyl swimming pool covers. 
There aren’t many other places 
in this country where beaches, 
mountains, and uncorrupted 
wilderness come together as 
masterfully as here. Certainly 
not within a day’s driving time 
either. 

Looking around at other 
parts of the country, I’d think us 
a little more. grateful for what 
we have here, or more impor- 
tantly, what we don’t have. The 
west coast is constantly plagued 
by mudslides in the spring and 
wildfires in the summer that 
burn hundreds upon hundreds 
of acres. All that and the knowl- 
edge that at any moment the 
ground could start shaking like 
John Edwards at a paternity 
hearing. The dry southland is 
constantly fighting to stay 
hydrated in summer heat, and 
when the rain does come, it can 
be in the form of massive Mid- 
Atlantic hurricanes. Levies 
break and cities are submerged 
as Mother Nature fills up 
America like a wading pool. 

Even in the Midwest, where 
nothing but corn and a general 


Sept. 3rd-30th 
Sep. 3rd-5th 
Wed, Sept. 3 
Wed, Sept. 3 
Thurs, Sept. 4 
Fri, Sept. 5 
Fri, Sept. 5 


Mon, Sept. 8 
Tues, Sept. 9 


boredom with life thrive, you 
can find yourself looking up at a 
funnel cloud one second, and 
looking down at where it was 
the very next. I’m guessing the 
cutesy story of how Dorothy was 
thrust into Oz through a torna- 
do is looked at differently by 
someone who has had their 
house splintered into pieces 
that were hurled at them at hun- 
dreds of miles an hour. 

But up here in New England, 
we have snow; lots of it some- 


ae 


times, and not so much others. 
The dreaded Nor’easters that 
come once a year are solved 
with a snow blower and a few 
hours of energetic pushing. 
When I see New England in the 
fall, I am always reminded of 
why I am a lifelong resident and 
really don’t see myself being 
happy anywhere else. I’m also 
reminded I’m a lot safer. 

The lack of spewing lava, 
active fault lines, and massive 
winds storms sure make me 


happy. The tornado that hit New 
Hampshire a few weeks back 
was so rare that people will be 
talking about it for years upon 
years, whereas in “Tornado 
Alley” it would have been just 
another normal day. 

So when you find yourself 
complaining about the weather 
up here, just deal with it. I'd 
rather have a snowstorm over a 
Hurricane Katrina any day of 
the week. And if you think about 
it, you sure would, too. 


ts 


Ae wy SP : 
Photo by Lisa Poole, AP photo 


As bad as this may seem, | wouldn’t trade New England weather. 
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Roving Performer 
Go Bananas @ NECC! 


What would you do for a Klondike Bar? 


Finally Fridays 


Go Bananas @ NECC! 
What would you do for a Klondike Bar? 
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NECC now offers 
degree in forensics 


This fall Northern Essex 
will launch a new certificate 
program—computer _ foren- 
sics—designed for students 
with a penchant for computers 
and CSI detective programs. 

This joint effort by NECC’s 
criminal justice and computer 
information sciences depart- 
ments will address a growing 
need for computer forensics 
skills in law enforcement and 
information technology. This 
certificate program is for both 
the seasoned professional and 
neophyte computer detective. 

While earning a certificate, 
the student will learn how to 
properly collect, authenticate, 
analyze, document and present 
evidence. This hands-on pro- 
gram is designed to enhance 
careers for IT and criminal jus- 
tice professionals and develop 
skills in computer forensics. 
Other careers in computer 
forensics include public careers 
with law enforcement agencies 
or with private security and 
forensics companies. 

For additional information 
contact Bill Heineman, acting 
dean of the business, math, sci- 
ence & technology department 
at Northern Essex Community 
College at 978-556-3339 or 
wheineman@necc.mass.edu or 
visit the collegea€™s website, 
www.necc.mass.edu. 


NECC and Turning 
Point Inc. celebrate 
partnership 


NECC in cooperation with 
Turning Point, Inc. 
Newburyport, MA, participat- 
ed in a collaborative program 
held on Monday, July 21, at the 
Technology Center on the 
Haverhill campus to celebrate 
the 11th year of the partnership 
agreement between Turning 
Point’s Summer Urban Youth 
Program (SUYP) and NECC in 
which area high school and 
college students are placed in 
human services summer jobs. 

Elin Howe, commissioner 
of the Massachusetts 
Department of Mental 
Retardation (DMR) and Jerry 
Scott, statewide coordinator 
for the Urban’ Youth 
Collaborative Program (UYCP) 
were the guest speakers. Other 
speakers included student pre- 
sentations focusing on their 
shared experiences working 
with individuals with disabili- 
ties, agency site supervisors, 
staff from DMR _ regional 
offices, and NECC administra- 
tors and faculty. 

The UCP provides employ- 
ment to students interested in 
learning about long-term 
employment working with 
individuals with disabiliti 

Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Palin pick seen as risky for Jo 


DENVER _ Win or lose, Sen. 
John McCain threw the long ball 
Friday when he stunned the 
nation by picking Alaska Gov. 
Sarah Palin as his running mate. 

His choice of a young, 
largely unknown woman from as 
far outside Washington shakes 
up the presidential campaign and 


) 


has the potential either to help 
him win the White House or to 
doom his chances. 

On the upside, her-repu- 
tation as a maverick reformer 
willing to buck her own party 
magnifies McCain's own rene- 
gade image and could help him 
win independent voters. 


Intersection 


Continued from Page | 


times just driving out from 
school to get onto the highway,” 
said Duncan Ford of Haverhill. 

The NECC Contemporary 
Affairs Club and Community 
Outreach have both played a part 
in getting the town of Haverhill 
to install a blinking traffic light at 
this infamous intersection. 
Under the supervision of 
Professor Steve Russell, the 
Contemporary Affairs club peti- 
tioned both the state senate and 
the Haverhill town government 
in hopes of having something 
done about the danger this cross- 
roads posed. 

“This was very much an idea 
that came from the students, 
*said Russell. 

“The problem with the 495 
off ramp is that it is owned by the 
state, but the road where the 
light has been put is city con- 
trolled. The city has limited 
resources and we understand 
that.” 

A large amount of support for 
something being done at the 
intersection came in 2003 after a 
multiple car accident at the inter- 
section took the life of 30 year 
old Lynne Brackett. Two NECC 
students were also involved in 
the crash, but survived the wreck. 

On September 5, 2005, 
another fatal accident occurred 
when a motorcyclist was struck 
and killed by an oncoming car as 
he traveled northbound on Route 
110. Five weeks later, another 
accident occurred involving a 
handicap driver who was unable 
to stop, causing a crash at the 


intersection. 

A decade ago, the college 
requested that a study be done of 
the intersection. At the time, 
according to former NECC Vice 
President Mark Andrews, the 
study put the intersection on a 
list of the top 50 most dangerous 
in Massachusetts, but still it did 
not rank high enough to receive 
immediate attention from the 
state. Ten years later, many are 
glad that something has been 
done at last. 

“Mayor Fiorentini had prom- 
ised this some time ago and he 
came through.:It's not the com- 
prehensive solution that we real- 
ly want, but it's a start and it's 
evidence that the process works, 
said Russell. 

Others, while happy that 
something has been done, would 
still like to see a better plan as 
well. 

“Any type of warning signal is 
good, but I think there should be 
a set of working traffic lights 
there. The ones that run off sen- 
sors could leave the green light 
for traffic on 110 until someone 
had to pull out. That would defi- 
nitely help ease the congestion 
that happens when so many peo- 
ple leave after classes get out in 
the middle of the day,” Ford 
added. 

Still others are much more 
straightforward with their lack of 
concern, 

“If the light is there and I 
have to slow down, that's fine. I 
can't ever say I'm going to not 
speed. I'd be lying if I did,” Volpe 
said. 


photo courtesy MCT Campus 
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin waves to supporters after GOP presidential candidate 


John McCain introduced her as his running mate during a rally in Ohio. 


Her gender makes her 
first woman ever on a Republican 
ticket and only the second in his- 
tory, after Geraldine Ferraro on 
the Democratic side in 1984. This 
could help McCain win some 
women who had _ supported 
Hillary Clinton in the Democratic 
primaries but were angry that she 
wasn't chosen to be Barack 
Obama's running mate. 

The downside is Palin's 
relative inexperience in office- 
she served 10 years in the govern- 
ment of a town of 5,400 people 
and is two years into her first 
term as governor. This undercuts 
McCain's charge that Obama is 
too inexperienced to be presi- 
dent. 

This choice also could 
leave those voters who are nerv- 
ous about McCain's age anxious 
that he would put a novice a 


hn McCain 


heartbeat away from the presi- 
dency, and they could have 
doubts about her ability to handle 
foreign affairs or a military crisis. 

"She's the ultimate high- 
risk, high-reward choice," said 
Peter Brown, the assistant direc- 
tor of the Polling Institute at 
Connecticut's Quinnipiac 
University. "She's a game chang- 
er either way." 

McCain clearly wants 
her to underscore his own history 
as an independent thinker who's 
often willing to challenge his own 
party, a crucial point as he tries to 
show voters that he can be differ- 
ent from unpopular President 
Bush despite his support of 
Bush's tax and foreign policies. 

Known as "Sarah the 
Barracuda" for her aggressive 
style as a point guard leading a 
championship high school bas- 
ketball team, Palin earned the 
title anew when she became the 
mayor of Wasilla, a small town 
outside Anchorage, and fired 
department heads loyal to her 
predecessor. 

As a member of the 
state's Oil and Gas Conservation 
Commission, she pushed an 
ethics investigation of Randy 
Ruedrich, a fellow commission 
member and the state Republican 
Party chairman, for conflicts of 
interests with oil companies. He 
was forced to resign from the 
panel, and later admitted ethics 
violations. 

She worked with a 
Democrat to pursue Alaska 
Attorney General Gregg Renkes 
for ethics problems. He also 
resigned. 

Palin was elected gover- 
nor in 2006, riding what the 
Almanac of American Politics 
called her reputation as "a mavy- 
erick reformer at arm's length 
from her party" to defeat 
Republican Gov. Frank 
Murkowski in a primary and then 
Democrat Tony Knowles in the 
general election. 


nats EIS 


Seeking Volunteers for 
Halloween Event: 
El Dia de los Muertos 


The Student Engagement Center is looking 
for student, faculty and staff volunteers to 
assist with the planning and staffing of this 
year’s NECC Halloween Event. 


The focus of the event this year will be on 


the Mexican Celebration El 


Muertos. 


Dia de los 


If you have knowledge of El Dia de los 
Muertos or just want to help out, please 
contact Jodi Paciulan by phone 978-556- 
3815, email jpaciulan@necc.mass.edu or in 
person in room D125 in the Sport & Fitness 


Center. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Clinton run opens 
door for women 


DENVER -The candidacy of 
Hillary Rodham Clinton is packed 
into boxes and etched into history, 
but the campaign for the first 
female 

Leaders in both parties 
believe and national polls confirm 
what is commonly being called the 
Hillary Factor, a phenomenon that 
has taken the country from the 
hard-to-imagine to the impossible- 
to-question. 

In six months, she has 
shifted thinking from if a woman 
can be president to a conversation 
of when there will be one. 

“My success as speaker 
of the House, and the bigger step 
that Hillary Clinton has taken as 
president of the United States, are 
not just about us. They're about 
breaking marble ceilings, opening 
doors and leading the way for 
many, many more women," Pelosi 
said. 

A national poll of women this 
month by Lifetime Network 
showed that 69 percent believe 
Clinton's candidacy will help 
women who want to run for presi- 
dent in the near future. 

And 44 percent believed that a 
woman will be in the Oval Office 
within eight years. Almost one- 
third think it still might be 
Clinton. 


Ford employees test 
future cars 


DETROIT - In an effort to re- 
energize confidence in the compa- 
ny's future, Ford Motor Co. has 
been shuttling hundreds of 
employees and retirees to its top- 
secret test track in Dearborn, 
Mich., almost every afternoon, to 
drive the company's promising 
vehicles of the future. 

The "Drive One" effort 
began last week and will wrap up 
Aug. 28, after an estimated 4,000 
employees and retirees have had 
the rare experience of driving 
vehicles like the next-generation 
Mustang and Fusion that are to go 
on sale early next year and have 
not been revealed to the public. 

Ford also let them test 
the powertrains of the future: an 
electric Ford Ranger compact 
pickup, a plug-in gasoline-electric 
hybrid Escape that the carmaker 
has been testing with Southern 
California Edison, and several car 
models like the new Lincoln 
MKS, with EcoBoost engine tech- 
nology. 

While it is unclear when 
many of those technologies might 
be coming to market, EcoBoost is 
to arrive in cars and trucks next 
year. EcoBoost is a Ford-branded 
combination of gasoline-injection 
and turbocharging for up to a 20 
percent improvement in fuel econ- 
omy. Ford has not said how much 
it will charge for EcoBoost, but it 
promised that consumers will see 
a financial return on-an_EcoBoost 
engine faster than they do on a 
hybrid. 


Need for lab Pennine | 


addressed in new program 


A new program being developed 
by Northern Essex Community 
College will capitalize on three 
emerging new fields: biotechnology, 
analytical chemistry, and environ- 
mental sciences. 

The college is working closely 
with area employers to create an 
associate degree program in applied 
science which will train students as 
lab technicians in these high growth 
fields. Thanks to a_ three-year 
$311,000 grant that the college just 
received from the National Science 
Foundation, the program will be 
ready for launch in September of 
2009. 

The college currently offers a lib- 
eral arts degree with options in biol- 
ogy, chemistry, earth science, and 
physics designed for students who 
are interested in transferring and 
earning a bachelor’s degree in sci- 
ence. 

Graduates of the new program 
will be able to get a job right after 
graduation and/or transfer to a four- 


year program. 

"We found that our students had 
a genuine interest in the natural sci- 
ence but for practical reasons were, 
choosing fields," says 
Professor Mariana Melo, who is 


other 


developing the program along with 
Marcy Vozzella, chair of the Natural 
Science Department, and Noemi 
Custodia-Lora, natural science pro- 
fessor. : 

With this program, they’! gradu- 
ate with the financial security of a job 
along with the option of continuing 
their education in the field. 

The college is working closely 
with area employers such as the 
Office of the 

Department of 


Lawrence 
Massachusetts 
Environmental Protection and Charm 
Sciences of Lawrence to create the 
program and be sure that students 
graduate with the skills employers 
are looking for. Each student will be 
required to do an externship. 

The college is also collaborating 
with local high schools to attract stu- 


dents to the program and with four- 
year colleges and universities to pro- 
vide transfer opportunities. 

The NSF grant will help the col- 
lege to create an analytical/environ- 
mental analysis lab on the college's 
Haverhill Campus equipped with 
state-of-the-art equipment. It will 
also support development of the pro- 
gram curriculum, the hiring of two 
additional faculty members, work- 
shops for local high school teachers, 
and an annual summer institute 
designed to prepare students to enter 
the program. 

"What’s unique about our pro- 
gram is that we Will seek out students 
including nonnative English speakers 
who might not be quite ready for col- 
said Melo. 
"Successful science students will be 


lege level work," 
able to jump right into the program 
but we will also be working with stu- 
dents who need extra preparation 
before enrolling. We will teach them 


how to succeed." 


Greenhouse gases | 


EPA won t regulate 
emissions, calls for 


more debate 


By RENEE SCHOOF 
MCT Campus 


WASHINGTON The 
Environmental Protection Agency 
said Friday that it couldn't propose 
any regulation of greenhouse gases 
because the issue was too complex 
and there were too many objections 
from other federal agencies. 

The Bush administration 
consistently has objected to mandato- 
ry limits on the heat-trapping gases 
that cause global warming. The 
EPA's decision to issue 
a 588-page report that 
calls for 120 days of 
public comment means 
that any regulatory 
action will be up to the 
next administration. 

The Supreme 
Court ruled more than a 
year ago that the EPA 
must determine whether greenhouse- 
gas emissions from motor vehicles 
harm human health and welfare, and, 
if so, devise ways to regulate them 
under the Clean Air Act. The EPA 
document Friday didn't make any 
policy decision. It contains EPA staff 
recommendations about regulation 
and objections to them raised by the 
White House and agencies such as 
the Departments of Energy, 
Transportation and Agriculture. 

EPA Administrator Stephen 
Johnson said Friday that if the EPA 
regulated greenhouse-gas emissions 
from vehicles, that could trigger the 
regulation of emissions from all other 
sources of manmade greenhouse-gas 


pollution. The result, he said, could 
be "an unprecedented expansion of 
EPA authority that would have a pro- 
found effect on virtually every sector 
of the economy and touch every 
household in the land." 

U.S. and other scientists 
worldwide have reached a strong 
agreement that manmade greenhouse 
gases, especially carbon dioxide from 
the burning of fossil fuels, are caus- 
ing the Earth's average temperature 
to rise and that unless sharp cuts are 
made in these emissions, increasing 
warming could lead to catastrophic 
changes in the next century, includ- 
ing extensive flooding of coastal 
areas, the spread of diseases and 
mass extinctions of plants and ani- 


Er aa yea ee 


We need action, not just more talk 


-Dave Baron 
Earthjustice attorney 


mals. 

The EPA previously told 
the Bush administration that green- 
house gases endangered human 
health, but the administration didn't 
accept that finding or allow it to be 
made public. 

Susan Dudley of the White 
House Office of Management and 
Budget said in a letter to Johnson that 
the EPA's draft of proposed rules 
raised so many concerns that it could- 
n't be accepted as administration pol- 
icy but that consensus wasn't neces- 
sary for further discussion. 

The lengthy document, 
called an Advance Notice of 


Proposed Rulemaking, summarized 
the EPA's work so far and contained 
letters by other agencies expressing 
objections and questions. Objections 
were raised by the Departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, 
Transportation and Energy as well as 
White House offices including the 
Council on Environmental Quality. 

Critics said the administra- 
tion was refusing to take action. 

"The Bush administration 
decision today to effectively reject 
regulation of global warming pollu- 
tion under the Clean Air Act creates a 
clear and present danger to the 
American people," said Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, D-Calif., the chairwoman of 
the Senate Environment and Public 
We oO preik es 
Committee. 
"Despite the 
Supreme 
Court's finding 
that EPA was 
ducking its 
responsibility 
under the law to 
control global 
warming emis- 
sions, the Bush administration con- 
tinues to block all action." 

David Baron, managing 
attorney at the Washington office of 
the environmental group 
Earthjustice, said Johnson was wrong 
in saying that the Clean Air Act was- 
n't suited for limiting greenhouse-gas 
emissions. The Supreme Court 
already has rejected that view, he 
said. 


"We need action, not just 
more talk,” Baron said in a statement. 
"The administration is fiddling while 


~ the planet melts. If these delays drag 


on, we will go back to court to force 
real action." 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Russia recognizes 
Georgia regions 


| MOSCOW- Russia's _parlia- 

ment voted unanimously Monday 
to recognize the independence of 
two Georgian breakaway regions 
that its military invaded earlier this 
month. 

The move, . which 
requires the approval of Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev to 
become law, gave a domestic legal 
basis for the Kremlin to take con- 
trol of the areas in defiance of the 
U.S.-backed government of 
Georgia. 

While it is not certain 
that Medvedev will give a green 
light to the legislation, its passage 
was a strong signal from Moscow. 

Russian leaders said they 
weren't worried that NATO would 
cut off cooperation in response and 
seemed confident western coun- 
tries will come to terms with 
Russia's actions because they have 
no other choice. 


Twin suicide blast 
rocks power plant 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan _ A 
twin suicide bombing Thursday 
killed at least 60 people at a mili- 
tary ordnance factory north of 
Islamabad, part of a surge in 
Islamic extremist violence that 
comes as the government teeters 
on the brink of collapse. 

In probably the worst 
terrorist attack on a Pakistan mili- 
tary installation, two bombers blew 
themselves up at different gates of 
the giant plant in Wah, about 20 
miles from the capital, just as hun- 
dreds of workers were coming 
through for the afternoon change 
of shifts. 

Unofficial reports put the 
death toll at 64, with 100 wounded. 
Earlier this week, a bombing at a 
hospital in Dera Ismail Khan, in 
the northwest, killed 27 people. 
Pakistan's Taliban movement, 
which is linked to al-Qaida, 
claimed responsibility for both 
bombings. 

The Taliban can strike at 
will, analysts said Thursday. The 
Wah arms plant, which is the 
biggest munitions-manufacturing 
facility in Pakistan and is heavily 
guarded by the army, is one of the 
most well-protected places in the 


country. 


"This is an intensifica- 
tion" in the attacks, said Talat 
Masood, a retired general who 
once headed the factory. "They're 
trying to blackmail the govern- 
ment." 


Pakistani security forces 
are fighting militants in Bajaur, 
part of the country's tribal border 
area with Afghanistan, and in 
Swat, a valley in the northwest. 
Separately, an intertribal conflict 
has erupted in Kurram, another 
part of the tribal territory, in which 
some 350 locals have died in the 
last two weeks. Pakistan's tribal 
territory is used as a launch pad for 
insurgents in Afghanistan, accord- 
ing to U.S. and NATO command- 
ers. 


Page 8 NECC Observer Sept 3, 2008 


COLLEGE LIFE & 
AMPUS SERVICES FAIR 


Ty ag % peer: Lisp 


ome find out about the different 


departments, clubs and services 
available at Northern Essex. 


There will be a tree rattle, free giveaways, and an 
opportunity to register to win one of two $100 gas 
cards and many other prizes!! 


TIME: 11AM—1PM 


Heath Ledger s Joker 
could nab him a 


posthumous Oscar 


By MERrIsSsA LIVEMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


It was a sad day for Heath Ledger 
fans back on January 22, 2008 as the 
well known Australian actor was 
found face down and naked on his 
bed, dead from a prescription drug 
overdose. For many it was a bad joke, 
for others a day of heart break. Almost 
six months later the new batman 
movie, Dark Knight, was released, 
and rumors of an Oscar for Ledger 
started to spread. His almost leg- 
endary performance as one of the 
‘Batman Series favorite villains, The 
Joker, found its way into the heart of 
fans everywhere. 

Ledger's Baker isn dark aid 
evil villain, quite the opposite of Jack 
Nicholson's portrayal in the original 
Batman (1989). The Academy does 
not usually like to nominate action 
based movies, let alone ones based off 
of comic books, for the acting, but 
more for the technical achievements 
made during production. However, 
there have been cases where villain- 
ous characters were nominated, such 
as Anthony Hopkins for his cannibal- 
istic character Hannibal Lecter, 
Fredric March for his role as 
Dr.Jekyl/Mr.Hyde, and Kathy Bates 
for Annie Wilks in Misery. But villains 
are another form of nominations the 
Academy doesn't like handing out. 
Ledger's villainous Joker surpassed 
everyone's expectations though, 


Arts & Entertainment eo 


‘Dark Knight’ to make history 


including die hard batman fan. So, 

does that open him up for a nomina- 

tion? Not necessarily. There is still one 
more thing to take into account when 
looking to Ledger's possible nomina- 
tion. He's dead. 

In the history of the Oscar's, 
only six actors have been nominated 
after dying, and out of those six only 
one has won. So where does that leave 
Ledger? The six nominated actors, 
one of them an actress, are James 
Dean, with two nominations; Jeanne 
Eagels, Spencer Tracy, Peter Finch, 
Ralph Richardson, and Massimo 
Troisi. The only one who actually won 
the Oscar was Peter Finch. So even if 
Ledger does get nominated for the 
Oscar, there probably isn't a good 
chance he will win it. The reason for 
this is not known, but one man, Tom 
O'Neil, a columnist for 
TheEnvelope.com, an awards web- 
site, has one opinion. 

"The fact that only one actor 
has ever won an Oscar from the grave 
tells us that in general at the Oscars, 
the feeling is when you're dead, you're 
dead. Maybe the point is that the 
Oscars are all about hugs. Nobody 
wants to hug a dead guy." Said O'Neil. 

So if nobody wants to hug a dead 
guy, why are these rumors flying 
around? 

Simple, 
Oscar. 

The Joker Ledger portrays is a 
maniacal sociopath who can not hide 
his twisted roots, even with his 
attempt at a humorous cover up of 
insane laughing and his new catch 
phrase, “Why so serious?” The inten- 
sity of the character makes the audi- 
ence love him and hate him all at 


Ledger deserves an 
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Ledger didn’t expect to leave our presence so soon but he gave us a performance 
to carry in our hearts and nightmares forever. 


once. Ledger transformed himself so 
completely for this role. 

For a while it was rumored that 
the overdose was caused by Ledger's 
insomnia during filming and the fact 
that he needed to start taking medica- 
tion to help keep it in check. 

Oscars are supposed to be about 
rewarding the actors and directors 
and those involved for a job well done, 
and Ledger most definitely did his job 
well. So while the rumors are still 
spinning out of control, fans can cross 


their fingers and hold their breath in 
anticipation of the outcome. Will 
Ledger's Joker be remembered as an 
amazing job well done, or the last big 
movie of an actor before his unexpect- 
ed and tragic death? 

On January 22, 2009, exactly one 
year after Ledger's death, he will 
either be winning an Oscar for his out- 
standing performance, or be cast off 
as just an actor gone too soon. 

Ledger had so much more poten- 
tial. 


Had he lived, he could have made 
movies until the day he died of old 
age, but he didn't. 

He left on a very high note, 
though, and left fans with two more 
movies to see, one being “Dark 
Knight’, and the other, still unre- 
leased, “The Imaginarium of Doctor 
Parnassus”, along with a possible, if 
not probable, Oscar. The fans have 
done their job in supporting Ledger 
after his death. It’s now time for the 
Academy to do theirs. 


‘The Mummy’ returns once more 


‘Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor’ could make 


or break franchise 


By MEenrissA LIVEMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The new mummy movie, “The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor,” left a hole in the mummy 
saga that began back in 1999. Directed 
by Rob Cohen, “Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor” begins with a tale that takes 
place in Ancient China and then fast- 
forwards to post WWII China. Luke 

Ford plays as Alex O'Connell, the 
adult son of Rick O'Connell, played by 
Brendan Fraser. Evelyn O'Connell, 
played by Maria Bello, discovers the 
Tomb of the Dragon Emperor, and in 
true Mummy form, all goes downhill 
from there. 

Alex's parent’s story picks up in 
England, trying to live a normal life 
after retirement, which includes fly- 
fishing, book reading, and no guns, 
‘until they are asked to do one more 
favor that lands them in China at a bar 
‘called Imhotep's. The bar, owned by 
Evelyn’s brother Jonathan (John 
), is named after the original 


mummy in the first two movies that 
wreaked havoc on the O'Connell's and 
anyone else who crossed his path. 
This is when the whole family is 
reunited unexpectedly because Alex 
gets into a fight as his parents show up 
and the gathering eventually leads to 
the waking up of the Dragon 
Emperor. This time, though, it is not 
the O'Connell's fault, but instead the 
people who asked them to do the 
favor, knowing what was going to 
happen once they delivered the item. 

At this point the film fails to 
engage the audience thoroughly, with 
only a few captivating moments and 
characters including the Yeti. The 
Yeti, or abominable snowman, was a 
digital creation, and obviously so, los- 
ing its credibility in a series known for 
their great animations. Even with its 
graphically challenged appearance, 
the Yeti is still captivating, and a good 
guy to top it all off. 

One of the biggest faux pas of the 
movie was the decision to keep the 
character Evelyn, and just have a dif- 
ferent actress play the part. Due to 
scheduling conflicts, Rachel Weisz 
was not able to return to her role as 
Evelyn, which she played in “The 
Mummy” (1999), where the Egyptian 
mummy of Imhotep is found and 
accidentally resurrected, and in 


eat 


“Return of the Mummy” (2001), 
where Imhotep returns and kidnaps 
Alex and tries to kill the Scorpion 
King. Weisz's famous and well-known 
character could have, and should 
have, been removed from the third 
movie and had no real effect on the 
plot. Bello did a good job playing 
Evelyn, but it just wasn't enough to fill 
Weisz's shoes and live up to the stan- 
dards for Evelyn, which are well 
defined in her languid movements, 


frequent actions, and her trademark 
bellow of, “Rick!” 

The plot was very interesting, it 
just wasn't played out well. It seems 
more like they were just trying to get 
the movie over and done with to get 
their paychecks instead of embellish- 
ing on the plot, making the movie a 
little bit longer, and a lot better. The 
plot lacked a great amount of detail 
that should have been there to make it 
a great film. They should have allowed 


Collider-coix photo 
Is Brendan Fraser throwing himself towards more success, or his doom? 


the plot to play out and blown into 
completion instead of trying to piece it 
together like a broken eggshell. 

As a mummy movie, “Tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor” just did not live 
up to it's expectations. As a movie 
itself, though, “Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor” was good, just rushed and 
jumbled. I would recommend seeing 
it for yourself but no more than once. 
All together I would give the film three 
out of five stars. 
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End of the twilight 


‘Breaking Dawn’ 
marks the end of the 


beloved series 


By MERrISSA LIVEMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


At midnight on August 2nd, 
people all across the U.S. lined 
up at bookstores for their 
chance to buy the fourth book 
in the Twilight Series, 
“Breaking Dawn”, Stephanie 
Meyers's fifth book. Published 
by Little, Brown and Company, 
this fiction novel is a whopping 
754. pages and 
Vampire Index in the back, and 
is only $22.99. 
Dawn” continues 
“Eclipse”, Meyers's third book, 
left off. It starts off a few days 
away from well-known protago- 
nist, and in some ways heroine, 
Isabella Swan's marriage to 
Edward Cullen, a tall, dark, and 
handsome vampire. 

“Breaking Dawn” lives up to 
fans’ expectations and more, 
bringing back all the beloved 
characters like Jacob Black, the 
Cullens: Alice, Jasper, Esme, 
Carlisle, Rosalie, and Emmett; 


includes a 


“Breaking 
where 


Charlie, and many others; as 
well as throwing in some new 
unthought-of twists. The book 
still has three sections like all 
the others, with the exception 
that section two, or book two, is 
from Jacob Black's point of 
view and not Bella Swan's. 

All 754 pages make the 
reader beg for more, even on 
the very last page of the book 
that is rumored to be the last in 
the Twilight Series. It follows 
Bella through the wedding and 
the honeymoon in section one, 
up until an expected twist. 
Then it follows Jacob Black 
through one of the toughest 
times in his life. Finally it ends 
in section three following Bella 
again to a conclusion even non- 
lovers of the series would love. 

As usual this book cannot be 
compared to the previous three 
because of the circumstances 
that happen in each individual 
book, but out of them all the 
enjoyment level is above satis- 
factory in this fourth installa- 
tion. There are a few sections 
that make the reader think, 
"What in the world was she 
thinking?" causing for a little 
bit of a "scandal", and a lot of 
conflict build up. “Breaking 


Dawn” is a true drama; the 
essence of it is an emotional 
rollercoaster, full of ups, 
downs, and loops. 

The themes of self sacrifice 
and fear of the unknown are 
intertwined throughout the 
book as it touches base with the 
vampires, Vultiri, the were- 
wolves in La Push, and family 
in general. Each character has a 
profound effect on the others, 
and everyone's choices and 
actions take their toll on every- 
one they know, a trait that is 
also found in real life. The 
bonds that connect everyone 


are in danger, and some people - 


would do anything to keep from 
severing those bonds. 

Over all, the book was a very 
good read filled with drama, 
science fiction, and mystery. 
Though it was a very engaging 
read, it still left room for want- 
ing more and needed a little 
extra detail. I would definitely 
recommend that any fan of 
Twilight read this book, and if 
you are not a fan of Twilight or 
have never read the series I 
would recommend reading the 
series from the beginning. All 
things considered, I would rate 
the book 4.5 stars out of five. 


Ha ha, Hollywood 


The latest gossip 
from the streets of 


celebrity central 


By MErIsSSsA LIVEMORE- 


JOHNSON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Sometimes while roam- 
ing the internet, news feeds will be 
visible, displaying all sorts of the 
latest drama to hit Hollywood and 
its beloved stars. Most people 
glance at them and move on, others 
read them, and a few just sit there 
and laugh. For the most part, I am 
one of those few, but sometimes | 
just have to read. Here are a few of 
the latest memorable stories and 
news feeds I have come across. 

“The Dark Knight” Jinxed? - 
Rumors have begun to fly over the 
DC Comics’ box office hit “The 
Dark Knight”. One very mention- 
able one is the notion that the 
movie is jinxed. After Co-Star 
Heath Ledger passed away, many 
people blamed the role he took as 
the Joker, saying he was altered by 
the character and his portrayal. For 
the most part that died down until 


after the movie was released in the- 
aters. The star, Christian Bale, was 
soon after accused of abusing his 
mother and sister. Then Morgan 
Freeman, who played Lucius Fox, 
the man who took control over 
Wayne Enterprises with Bruce 
Wayne's asking, got into a serious 
car accident. People are now trying 
to find reasoning between all three, 
a common link to say the least. Was 
it just bad luck, or is the movie 
jinxed? 

Warner Brother's files suit 
against film- Warner Brother's filed 
a lawsuit against an Indian film 
called "Hari Puttar - A Comedy of 
Terrors," because its name too 
closely resembles Harry Potter, the 
popular young wizard in the J.K. 
Rowling book series and Warner 
Bros. movies. The hearing was held 
in Bombay, India in the Bombay 
High Court on August 25. No 
Comments were issued on either 
side prior to the hearing. 

Marvel vs. DC movie styles- 
“Iron Man” star Robert Downey Jr. 
decided to “The Dark 
Knight” in an interview given to 


insult 


Moviehole.net. After talking about 
his Marvel movie “Iron Man”, 
Downey had a few unpleasantries 
to direct at the DC movie, “The 
Dark Knight”. Moviehole quoted 
Downey as saying, "My whole 
thing is that that I saw 'The Dark 
Knight’. I feel like I'm dumb 
because I feel like I don't get how 
many things that are so smart. It's 
like a Ferrari engine of storytelling 
and script writing and I'm like, 
‘That's not my idea of what I want 
to see in a movie.’ I loved 'The 
Prestige’ but didn't understand 
‘The Dark Knight’. Didn't get it, still 
can't tell you what happened in the 
movie, what happened to the char- 
acter and in the end they need him 
to be a bad guy. I'm like, 'I get it. 
This is so high brow and so f--king 
smart, I clearly need a college edu- 
cation to understand this movie.’ 
You know what? F-ck DC comics. 
That's all I have to say and that's 
where I'm really coming from." A 
little harsh for a quote, and defi- 
nitely fuel for a new controversy. 
Time will tell if anything spawns 
from this choice of words. 


Release Dates 


DVDs: . 
September 2nd, 2008 DVD releases: 
Married Life 

The Promotion 

The complete 4th season of Desperate Housewives 
September 9th, 2008 DVD releases: 
Complete 6th season of CSI Miami 

Baby Mama : 

Complete 2nd season of Ugly Betty 

House of the Dead 

Complete 4th season of Grey's Anatomy 
Books: 

Week of August 25th: 

Devil Bone by Kathy Reichs 

Fade Away by Harlan Coben 

The Gypsy Morph by Terry Brooks 

Mike's Election Guide by Michael Moore 
Silks by Dick Francis 

Week of September ist 

American Wife by Curtis Sittenfeld 

The Book of Lies by Brad Meltzer 

Home by Marilynne Robinson 

Week of September 8th 

Hot, Flat, and Crowded by Thomas L. Friedman 
Ballistics: Poems by Billy Collins 

Big Words for Little People by Jamie Lee Curtis 
Week of September 15th 

Brisingr by Christopher Paolini 

Exit Music by Ian Tankin 

The Other Queen by Phillipa Gregory 

CDs: 

September 2nd, 2008 CD releases: 
Syleena Johnson- Chapter Four: Labor Pains 
Underoath- Lost in the Sound of Separation 
Brian Wilson- That Lucky Old Son 

Young Jeezy- Recession 

September 8th, 2008 CD releases: 
New Kids on the Block- The Block 
September 9th, 2008 CD releases: 
Joan Baez- Day After tomorrow 

Calexico- Carried to Dust 

The Dark Romantics- Heartbreaker 

Gym Class Heroes- The Quilt 

I'm Not Jim- You Are All My People 

Ray LaMontagne- Gossip in the Grain 
Okkeryil River- The Stand Ins 

Joan Osborne- Little Wild One 

Jessica Simpson- Do You Know 

Soft Targets- Heavy Rainbow 

Robin Thicke- Something Else 

Brian "Head" Welch- Save me From Myself 
Steve Wynn- Crossing Dragon Bridge 
September 12th, 2008 CD releases: 
Metallica- Death Magnetic 

September 13th, 2008 CD releases: 
The Cure- [Title TBA] 

September 16th, 2008 CD releases: 


Avenged Sevenfold- Live in the LBC & Diamonds Rough 


Blessed Union of Souls- Close to the Edge 
Lindsey Buckingham- Gift of Screws 


George Clinton- George Clinton and Some Gangsters of Love 


Faith Hill- Joy to the World X-mas Album 
James- Hey Ma 

Nelly- Brass Knuckles 

Ne-Yo- Year of the Gentleman 

Punchline- Just Say Yes 

Pussycat Dolls- Doll Domination 

Unwritten Law- Live and Lawless Live CD/DVD 
Upcoming Events: 


9/4 and 9/6 Jimmy Buffet at the Comcast Center-MA 8pm 


9/13 Rascal Flatts at the Comcast Center-MA 8pm 


9/23 Weezer with Angels and Airwaves and Tokyo Police 


Clun Tsongas Arena 7:30pm 
10/3 TNA Victory Road 08 at Tsongas Arena 8pm 


10/29 Panic at the Disco and Dashboard Confessional with 
Tsongas Arena 7pm 


Plain White T's and Cab at the 
9/5-9/11 Follies at the Lyric Stage Company 


9/5-9/21 The Boys of Winter at the Boston Playwrights’ 


Theater 


WHILE ON TROGLODONIA, PUSHING OUR WHEELS PERHAPS A MORE 
100 ALITTLE CAMPAIGNING. USE MUCH ENERGY. | o| EFFICIENT,"RI 
MAKE US VERY TI DESIGN ... 


50, YOU RUNNING FOR GALACTIC 
PRESIDENT? WHAT YOU DO ABOUT 
OUR ENERGY CRISIS? 


served 
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THE ELEVATOR IS STUCK FOUR 
FLOORS UP. LL GO UP AND CUT THE 
CABLE AND YOU CATCH IT. 


“Pete, from accounting ... | stole your 


promotion last quarter, right?” 
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“Call me a McCain supporter one more 
time and I’m telling on you!” 


W 


RAZY 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Crave a drink 
7 Linguistic suffix 

10 Weather-beaten 

14 “The Scarlet 
Letter” woman 

15 Sides of a cube 

16 Irish lad, 
informally 

17 Not often 

18 Shook 

20 Clear the tape 

21 Took across the 
river 

22 Compass dir. 

23 Thoroughfares 

25 Pudgy 

28 Big wheel on 
board 

30 Catcher's base 

31 Backbone 

33 Convection 
appliances 


35 Blows one’s own 


horn 
36 Coroner's 
investigation 
39 Turns red 
40 Intended route 
41 Kiosk 
42 Roy’s wife Dale 
43 Italian explorer 
44 Pinnacle 
48 _ es Salaam 
49 Class of travel 
52 That woman 
53 Calculates a 
score 
55 Deck out 
57 Second 
spouse's boys 
59 Steel-gray metal 
60 Yours and mine 
61 R-V connection 
62 Immerses 
63 100 centavos 
64 Abnormal 
insight 
65 Very persuasive 


DOWN 

1 Beat the wheat 

2 Funeral coach 

3 Country created 
in 1948 

4 AAA offerings 

5 Tennis champ 
Monica 

6 Give it a whirl 


us 00H ORS. 
qo ee 
HOT! HOT! HOT focyererme | ce 
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7 Thinks the world Solutions 
of 
[4[N[3[9 


8 Yes or no 
intensifier 
9 Act vigorously 

10 Chanteuse 
Lane 

11 Glass bowl 
inhabitant 

12 Optic orb 

13 Pentagon grp. 

19 Lose an 
opportunity 

21 Facade 

24 Nearby things 

26 Kitty stake 

27 “__ of the 
d’Urbervilles” 

29 Grieve 

32 Turkish nabob 

34 Nautical craft 

35 Put forth flowers 

36 Frosted 

37 __ Scotia 

38 Living space 

39 Philippines 
machetes 

41 Crams 


43 Indicates the 51 Yokel 

54 Lhasa __ 

56 Medicine 

57 Concession 

58 Day of the wk. 

59 Atlanta-based 
health agcy. 


way 
45 Take your pick 
46 Half-fish 
creatures 
47 Hemingway 
50 Finalize 


x 
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Ath Edition DnD: Is it worth it? 


New revision gives 
new rules. Are they 
any good? 


By STEPHEN PURPLE 
Copy Editor 


Imagine a roleplaying game 
that doesn’t emphasize roleplay- 
ing. That is the newly released 
fourth edition of “Dungeons and 
Dragons.” 

“Dungeons and Dragons”, or 
“DnD” for short, was originally 
released in 1974 by the late Gary 
Gygax. 

This was a very basic gaming 
system that renovated the gaming 
world; the first of its kind to cen- 
ter on a single heroic character 
that stands out from all the rest. 

The second edition of DnD was 
released 15 years later, in 1989. 
This revision is regarded by many 
veteran gamers as the best edition 
so far. 

With its balance of power 
between the different races and 
classes, and the many optional 
rules and worlds to play in, it 
seemed most versatile for any 
group of people. 

Noticing the popularity of the 
game, Wizards of the Coast decid- 
ed to buy the gaming system and 
immediately begin working on a 
third edition, publishing it in 
2000. 

Although not as widely 
acclaimed as second edition, it 
still had its charms, allowing 
players to increase their ability 
scores, multiclass more efficient- 
ly, and acquire prestige classes to 
focus characters towards a life 
goal. 

However, after releasing the 


Helpful hints 


Continued from Page | 


Essex doesn’t shy away from 
giving students the ability to con- 
nect through clubs and social 
activities around campus. 

Don’t think for a second that 
you can shrug off your obliga- 
tions. Those who skip class for 
happy hour tend to forget that 
this isn’t high school. You’re pay- 
ing for your education, so you 
might as well maximize your dol- 
lar. 

For recent high school gradu- 
ates, many of you might think 
Northern Essex is a dead end in 
the road to collegiate enlighten- 
ment, but it’s one of the better 
options when trying to plan your 
academic future. 

Many graduates jump straight 
into faraway residential schools, 
some very prestigious, and then 
drop like a rock back in their old 
bedrooms. That doesn’t make you 
stupid, unless you were purposely 
being lackadaisical. 

In many cases, residential 
experiences aren't the best move 
on the outset of the college career. 
Take it slow, utilize Northern 
Essex’s many offerings, and help 
out around the house. 

During my travels I’ve found 
that the only difference between 
Northern Essex and residential 


new edition, many players found 
inadequacies in the rules, starting 
with certain classes and races 
being overly unbalanced. 

This was due to the hurried 
manner in which the revisions 
were created because Wizards of 
the Coast wanted to make more 
money on their investment. 

Amusingly enough, because of 
this blunder the company was 
able to generate more money by 
rewriting the rules again, releas- 
ing DnD 3.5 in 2003. 

Now we are in a world filled 
with massive multiplayer games 
such as “World of Warcraft”, and 
Wizards of the Coast wants to stay 
on the cutting edge. 

So now we are here with a 
fourth edition of “Dungeons and 
Dragons” in 2008. 

The problem of unbalanced 
races has been remedied in that 
no single race is more powerful 
than another. 

However, instead of improving 
the weaker races and hindering 
the powerful ones, now all races 
have been improved to be overly 
powerful compared to the uni- 
verse around them. 

It seems fourth edition has 
decided that players no longer 
know how to create tactics to 
overcome the weaknesses of indi- 
vidual characters in their party. 

It has no longer become neces- 
sary to have a diverse group of 
characters because there are no 
penalties for the races to be over- 
come. 

The point of making a charac- 
ter now is to make them as pow- 
erful as possible in as short a time 
span as possible, so that players 
can move on to create more char- 
acters and continue to power 
them up. 


colleges I’ve had the pleasure to 
explore is that if you spend the 
night, it won’t be your alarm clock 
that wakes you up. 

Seriously, I’ve had some 
amazing professors here. From 
Carolyn Cohen in Psychology, to 
Paul Saint-Amand in Fiction 
Writing, Northern Essex is only 
limited by the wisdom and influ- 
ence a professor can give you. 
While some professors don’t work 
for everyone, there’s a wide vari- 
ety of talented scholars looking to 
give something back to education. 

My first semester I thought 
that giving myself three hours 
between one class and another 
was a smart move: it would give 
me time to study, or in this case, 
nap. If I wasn’t unconscious, I’d 
occasionally leave the confines of 
the Cyber Cafe in the One-Stop 
and explore all the nooks and 
crannies that I could find. 

Most people forget that there 
is a bottom floor to the General 
Services center, the commonly 
known B Building that connects 
with the E Building (the Science 
Building). If you don’t feel satis- 
fied with the Cyber Cafe or the 
Jitters Cafe in Spurk, come down 
here and you'll find another cafe- 
teria that has provided me with 
some delicious pizza when I've cut 
through the lower levels to get to 


It didn’t used to be this way: it 
used to be fun to be with other 
players because of the personali- 
ties they can bring. 

Dwarves used to be known for 
their gruff and stubborn nature. 
In this edition, they’re known for 
being great defenders, or in other 
terms, a tank. 

Another change in the rules is 
that when purchasing skills and 
powers that your character can 
use, you can go back and “retrain” 
your character, so they complete- 
ly erase any memory of the ability 
they had before and now have a 
new one to replace it with. The 
only point for this rule is to allow 
characters to undo their imper- 
fect decisions. 

Upon reaching level 30, the 
highest level one can attain, your 
Game Master fits into the story 
how your “epic destiny” is com- 
pleted. 

After that point your character 
might as well die because they 
have nothing more to do in their 
life, so move on to another char- 
acter. 

There are even powers that 
characters can choose that allow 
them to deal out damage to crea- 
tures when they miss them with 
their attack. 

Dealing damage when there is 
no contact? Who in their right 
mind thinks that could make any 
sense whatsoever? 

So please, take this as a learn- 
ing experience from me: don’t 
bother buying fourth edition, it’s 
not worth the money. There are 
few innovative new rules, even 
fewer ideas sticking to the origi- 
nal idea of the game, and an over- 
abundance of rules that are 
meant to be exploited by power 
gamers. 


This dragon was brought to you by Wizards of the 
Coast Player’s Handbook. 


from returning kid 


class. 

Speaking of the Jitters Cafe, 
after my first semester I migrated 
there and spent the next year con- 
necting, sometimes reconnecting, 
with new faces or having people 
marvel at my incredible pencil- 
flipping technique. 


above, I’ve never had to deal with 
that at Northern Essex. You are 
allowed to be whoever you want 
to be, and people tend to respect 
you as long as you give respect 
back. It’s about giving everyone 
the chance to breathe and open 
up. We're all paying to be here, 


Soa SES SE 


We're all paying to be here, might as 
well have as few headaches as possible. 


There’s nothing quite like sip- 
ping hot chocolate on a cold 
morning or having coffee in pre- 
tentious roundtable discussion 
about the current state of affairs 
while adjusting our thick-rimmed 
glasses and vintage scarves (both 
of which I wear). In all fairness, 
it’s the Starbucks atmosphere 
where you can meet a lot of the 
more eccentric and diverse 
crowds at the college. 

Unlike in high school, where 
many people stick closely to ill- 
defined cliques and judge those 
below them while fearing those 


might as well have as few 
headaches as possible. 

Certainly, there are some who 
are up to shenanigans, but it’s an 
overwhelmingly positive social 
experience otherwise. 

Parking lots, especially 
Spurk’s, can get pretty crazy in 
the morning. Though I’ve had my 
fair share of getting to school late, 
it’s smarter to get to class ahead of 
time. I’ve narrowly dodged my 
fate on more than one occasion 
where the light at the tunnel 
seemed inevitable. Everyone is 
looking to get as close to the 


building as possible, but if you’ve 
been feeling out of shape, use the 
distance from the back of the 
parking lot to the building to get 
some exercise. 

Another perk of getting to 
class ahead of time is that, espe- 
cially in the first couple of weeks, 
if someone else shows up early 
with you, it gives you an opportu- 
nity to interact with classmates 
and create a rapport with them. 
When entering a classroom, peo- 
ple tend to stay close to others 
who make them feel comfortable, 
Get close to as many peers as pos- 
sible and suddenly seating 
arrangements aren’t an issue! 

If you have to start some- 
where, start at Northern Essex. 
Don't feel like you’re here because 
you don’t amount to something. 
You're at the ground floor, baby. 
This is where you lay your foun- 
dation. This is where, | think, 
you'll get the best education. It’s 
the alphabet soup that tastes just 
right. Don’t resist the temptation 
to join clubs, sports, or start a 
game of pool in the Sports & 
Fitness Center. If you're there, 
though, and run into Bruce Potter 
from Student Activities, give him 
the respect he deservés, but never 
look him in the eyes. If you look 
him in the eyes it’s all over for 
you. 
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From home to headbanging 


A night in the life of a 
true rock and roll 


band manager 


By JACQUELINE POTOCKI 
Contributing Reporter 
( . It's 1:15 in the morning and the 
| right side of my face stings from the 
hit I just took. The drunk up and 
slapped me right in the middle of the 
tightclub. I can hear Kitty's voice in 
ry head softly trying to soothe the 
and anger boiling over inside 
e. 

My eyes are still watering and I 
can't really see my own face in the 
dirty, disgusting mirror. Why must 
every rock club have nasty bath- 
rooms? It's become the expected I 
guess, and this bathroom doesn't dis- 

| appoint. 
| Am I truly crying, or is it just the 
thick smoke of the nightclub? 
‘ It's got to be the smoke. 
Managers don't cry, we're the tough, 
1, business types. 
| I suppose after all the cigarettes I 
smoked tonight, I have no right to 
complain. 
“Pull it together, Jack.” I think to 
self. 
I know I have to pull myself 
fogether quick. The boys are finish- 
ing their last set. When I can hear the 
| Metallica tune I know the club must 
have just done “last call.” 
_ Did he really threaten me? 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Old memories 
and social promises will 
now return. Before next 

week expect a close friend to pub- 


_licly review past decisions. 
Romantic triangles or broken loyal- 
| ties may be key. Opt for group dis- 
traction, if possible, and expect pri- 
| yate discussion to be unrewarding. 
| Later this week watch for a business 
| partner or trusted colleague to intro- 
duce ideas for expansion or long- 
‘term change. Listen closely and 
offer support: a complex suggestion 
will soon provide a major break- 
through. 

TAURUS (April 21- 
F May 20) - Team assign- 
T ments and revised group 
x roles are politically com- 
plicated this week. Don't expect 
| detailed explanations: key officials 
will now provide vague information 
or avoid direct questions. Remain 
patient and watch for subtle hints 
from long-term colleagues. Tuesday 
through Friday social and family 
Telationships will compete: watch 
for friends and relatives to vie for 
your attention or approval. Later 
this weekend private moments are 
enjoyable: get extra rest, if possible. 


GEMINI (May 21- 
June 21) - Group involve- 
ment now increases. 
Early this week many 
Geminis will feel highly 


tionships or expand their circle of 
friends. Don't hold back: several 


Everything happened so fast. The 
minute I made it clear to him that I 
was not willing to discuss terms for 
relinquishing my control of the band 
and just drop everything I had 
worked the past few years for, he 
began his tirade. 

He spouts a list of names that 
sounds like a bad Sopranos script and 
reminds me that he knows where I 
live, that I have a young son at home, 
and that he knows where I work my 
day job. 

If I agree to just walk away, if I 
give it all up, who will keep the guys 
safe from corrupt slime balls like this 
jerk? These guys, the band, are like 
family to me. I promised them I 
would keep their best interests at 
heart. 

Why am I here? 

So this is Rock and Roll. It's a far 
cry from my sheltered parochial 
school background, and I'm a long 
way from home. 

I always knew that I wanted to be 
where the music was. Growing up I 
had always thought that I would be 
the one on stage. I was going to be a 
great guitarist. 

Only one problem; I was a horri- 
ble guitarist. All the practice in the 
world won't make you good enough 
for the stage if there isn't some natu- 
ral talent, and I was cursed with no 
talent and no loaks. 

But I had a great mind for busi- 
ness and made a pretty good diplo- 
mat, which is something completely 
necessary if you want to make it in 


weeks of introspection or romantic 
disappointment need to fade. After 
Wednesday business routines will 
steadily improve. Older colleagues 
may now ask for added assistance or 
relinquish control of vital projects. 
If so, expect dynamic opportunities 
or revised job titles to arrive within 
the next 9 weeks. 


CANCER (June 22- 


ee | July 22) - Subtle flirta- 
tions will now create 


Cancer brief social complica- 


tions. Before mid-week expect long- 
term friends to offer rare criticism or 
openly challenge the ethics of 
potential lovers. Remain quietly 
detached and wait for clarity: under- 
lying passions, hidden opinions or 
private information may be 
involved. Thursday through Sunday 
accents dramatic insights and sud- 
den flashes of wisdom. Career ambi- 
tions, financial opportunities and 
new income sources may be key 


influences. 
£e0 valuable proposals or new 
career aspirations. 
Discuss money goals and employ- 
ment ideals with close friends and 
relatives. Before September a new 
job prospect or business partnership 
will require careful evaluation: don't 
overlook minor facts or detailed 
paperwork. Wednesday through 
Saturday highlights unexpected 
social triangles or minor disagree- 
ments between loved ones. Pace 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Financial specula- 
tion will this week trigger 


Rock and Roll. 

So it was going to have to be the 
business end for me, I could deal 
with that. The first band I worked for 
hooked me on it, and I worked really 


hard for those guys. It wasn't long — 


before I realized that the thrill was 
running the show. I wasn't accus- 
tomed to bikers, strippers, groupies, 
or for that matter all the partying, 
drugs, alcohol, and “unsavory char- 
acters” that seemed to surround us. 

But the worst part of all was that 
I loved it. All of it. 

Luckily for my liver, the band 
manager has to be in control at all 
times. Your job is to keep as many 
distractions away from your musi- 
cians as possible so that they can be 
left to their creativity, which is much 
harder than you would think. 

Dealing with the agents, lawyers, 
club owners, mailing lists, paper- 
work, budgets, psychotic girlfriends, 
drunken groupies, production crews, 
and publicity can make you go crazy 
fast. 

So here I go again, one more 
night almost over. ' 

I can hear the rhythmic banging 
of Jim’s drums fused with the thump- 
ing sound of Don's bass guitar bounc- 
ing off the wall of the ladies room, 
but all I really hear is Kitty. 

Thank God for Kitty. 

She's trying to calm me down 
with her understanding, sultry voice, 
while handing me wet paper towels 
from the broken dispenser. Here I 
am, the boss, the big, tough, control- 


yourself and watch for 
announcements: all is well. 


II 


Virgo 


new 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - A long-term 
friend may now request 
special favors or detailed 
legal advice. Early this week proper- 
ty settlements, home disputes or 
shared accommodations may be on 
the agenda. If so, ask probing ques- 
tions and wait for definitive 
answers: facts, figures and written 
promises will soon prove vital. After 
Wednesday respond quickly to 
social or romantic invitations. For 
friends and lovers expectations may 
be high. Remain balanced and 
restate your daily needs: time is lim- 
ited. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23) - Employment 
~~ routines need improve- 
Libra, ment. Before mid-week 
expect older colleagues to announce 
creative solutions to ongoing sched- 
ule problems. Stay focused, howev- 
er, on deadlines, payment proce- 
dures and seniority: in the coming 
weeks workplace conflict will not 
be easily resolved. Thursday 
through Sunday romantic relation- 
ships may experience a compelling 
wave of sensuality, rekindled empa- 
thy or honest communications. Take 
time for private moments: much is 
changing. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Private roman- 
tic flirtations or compli- 


Scorpio cated social histories may 


ling, all knowing businesswoman, 
the “Ice Queen”, being quietly and 
efficiently coddled by a petite, shape- 
ly blond exotic dancer who has fol- 
lowed my band for years. 

Thank God for Kitty. She's the 
only one who can see me cry, and she 
will be discreet. My dirty little secret, 
my moment of doubt, my moment of 
vulnerability will be safe from prying 
eyes and loose lips. 

It's time to pull my act together, I 
have to go out there and do my job. 

Time to settle with the club 
owner whose English is not too good, 
pay the sound and light production 
crew, and schmooze with the loyal 
groupies who dragged themselves 
out on a freezing cold winter night 
just to support the band. 

Kitty hands me a shot of Jack 
Daniels, time to go back out there. I 
do a quick patch job on the war paint, 
and drop the Jack in one quick, 
painful gulp. 

As I shoot Kitty a silent “thank 
you”, I now know why I am here. 

Somehow in my crazy head I 
actually enjoy this insanity. All the 
hassles I handle with individual band 
members quirks, the late night load 
outs in the snow, fighting club own- 
ers for money owed, and even the 
late night trip to bail two of the guys 
out of jail after a particularly hard 
gig, it's all worth it. 

I've made a lot of good friends, 
really good people who are all there 
for the same reason. 

We all enjoy the thrill ride power 


now trigger group debate. Ethical 
patterns and repeated behaviors may 
be at issue. Avoid bold public state- 
ments, if possible, and wait for oth- 
ers to provide clear guidelines: 
before Thursday friends and lovers 
may react poorly to new information 
or added pressure. Later this week 
watch for a relative to propose new 
home renovations or property 
improvements. Study figures for 
misinformation: details may be scat- 


tered. 
x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
Home repairs and long- 
Sagittariusterm finances are this 
week a prime topic of discussion. 
Before mid-week expect loved ones 
to discuss the expansion of family 
obligations or romantic commit- 
ments. Find positive ways to reach 
agreement and expect time sched- 
ules and career demands to also 
require consideration. After 
Thursday watch for unique mes- 
sages from friends, relatives or new 
romantic partners. Family restric- 
tions are highlighted: expect com- 
plex deadlines and revised sched- 


ules. 
oO week a distant relative or 
forgotten friend may 
issue a rare invitation. Family 
reunion, travel plans or group social 
events are highlighted. All are posi- 
tive but will take longer to finalize 
than expected. Ask probing ques- 
tions and watch for meaningful 


SAGITTARIUS 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) - Before mid- 


trip, when the volume is cranked up 
and you can't help but join the untold 
legions of the rock nation under- 
ground, all together banging their 
heads, metal fingers held high, in a 
desperate battle to cling to the all too 
brief moments in life when you truly 
feel alive. 

It's why you scream with manic 
joy, speed down the highway with 
electricity running through your body 
and your foot on the floor, when you 
hear the guitar and drums of Guns 
and Roses run wild. 

It's the reason you turn up Stone 
Temple Pilots at the gym for that 
extra boost. 

It's the sound of strength and 
power, the fury and passion of 
untamed youth. 

It's a few moments a day when 
everyone can breathe fire and be the 
coolest person in the universe. 

It's the great equalizer of man, 
and the battle cry of the proud and the 
beautifully reckless. 

It's Rock and Roll, and you 
wouldn't understand unless you've 
felt it. } 

As for me, no matter what hap- 
pens, I won't look back some day in 
the future at my life and say “TI could 
have, I would have, or I should 
have,” because I did. Take it from 
me, a veteran of all things rock: be 
safe when possible, live your life 
without regrets, and remember the 
good stories, because no matter what 
happens, they can never take the 
good stories from you. 


progress. Wednesday through 
Saturday an unusual social or 
romantic triangle may require extra 
sensitivity. Unique solutions are 
highlighted: expect a trusted friend 
or long-term lover to express deep 
feelings and bold opinions. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 
21-Feb. 19) - Loved ones 
may this week outline 
creative home projects, 
serious family decisions or revised 
romantic expectations. Emotional 
security and financial abundance 
will steadily increase in the coming 
months. Plan now for shared proper- 
ty agreements and important home 
changes. After Wednesday some 
Aquarians may be asked to correct 
the mistakes of a colleague or busi- 
ness partner. Act quickly and remain 
silent: prideful emotions may soon 
trigger minor disagreements. 


My 
Aquari 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Career confi- 
dence is now a strong 
theme. Early this week 
many Pisceans will end 15 weeks of 
criticism from colleagues or low 
employment interest. Ask key offi- 
cials for special assignments: your 
recent workplace efforts have not 
gone unnoticed. After Thursday a 
friend or trusted relative may open- 
ly discuss a controversial romantic 
triangle or new lifestyle choice. 
Find positive ways to express your 
concerns: at present loved ones may 
be unusually sensitive to public 
opinion. 


Pisces 


Michael Phelps conquers the water 


Has Phelps become a 
living legend after 
breaking records? 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


Michael 
Phelps 
ready and will- 
ing to prove all 
the skeptics 
wrong. Despite 
all the hype 
and the hopes 
of a nation rid- 
ing on his shoulders, Phelps by 
himself was able to bring in more 
gold medals than most countries at 
the Beijing Olympic Games. 

The Phelps story began during 
the 2000 Sydney games, when at 
the age of 15 he became the 
youngest American swimmer of the 
last 68 years. Even though he did- 
n't win any medals during that 
competition, he showed promise by 
finishing in 5th place; not bad for a 
teenager competing with the best 
intheworld. , 

The world began to take notice 
of Phelps natural ability in the 
water during the 2004 games in 
Athens. He brought home eight 
medals, six of them being gold. He 
began to draw comparisons to fel- 
low American swimmer Mark Spitz 
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eMeet other students! 
eFree giveaways! 
Meet the college 
administration! 
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who was previously considered to 

be the best due to his performances 

during the 1972 Munich games. 
After the 2004 games, Phelps 


left amateur status and reportedly 


started making $5 million annually 


nized him as the greatest swimmer 
and added, “it goes to show that not 
only is this guy the greatest swim- 
mer of all time and the greatest 
Olympian of all time, he’s maybe 
the greatest athlete of all time.” 


Sn ee Gi Ga anne 


After this recent performance Phelps 
was considered to be the greatest 
Olympian of all time... 


in endorsements alone. 

Having become a celebrity after 
his performance at the 2004 
games, expectations were high for 
Phelps. Many thought that his 
2004 turnout would be the high- 
light of his career, and he would 
have a hard time equaling that feat, 
let alone surpassing it. 

He qualified for eight events, 3 
team and 5 individual, in which he 
would win gold for all of them. In 
the process eclipsing Spitz’s seven 
gold medal run from 1972 and 
establishing seven new world 
records and one Olympic record. 

After this recent performance 
Phelps was considered to be the 
greatest Olympian of all time while 
others were speculating that he was 
the greatest athlete in the world. 
Former record holder Spitz recog- 


10 Student Senate 


Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


campus? 


Are you interested in learning more about 


parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 
Senate is now looking 
for 10 interested 
students to get 
involved for the fall 
2008 semester. The 
time commitment is 
minimal, and the 
requirements include: 


—Attending weekly videoconference 


meetings 


credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Engagement Center for more 


information. 


=Participating in other meetings, as needed 
Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


It’s hard to argue with Spitz on 
that one. With just his performanc- 
es from the 2004 and 2008 games 
Phelps already has the record for 
most gold medals and with 16 
medals overall is only behind 
Soviet gymnast Larissa Latynina 
who has 18 medals overall. 

Phelps has already stated that 
he’s interested in participating in 
the 2012 London games where he 
could just put in half the effort and 
surpass the medal record. 

At only 23 years old Phelps has 
conquered his sport, if he will get 
lost in all of the hype surrounding 
him remains to be seen, but right 
now nothing seems to be able to 
deter him from legitimately becom- 
ing the greatest athlete in the 
world. 


MCT Campus phot 
Michael Phelps is the aquatic version of Chuck Norris. 


Fall Varsity Sport? 


s 
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|We will be having a meeting on 


Thursday, September 4th 


at_3pm 
in the lobby of the 


Sport & Fitness Center. 


Please come if you are 
interested in playing Women’s 
| Volleyball, Men’s & Women’s 
\\Cross Country, or Baseball. 


Women: 5 volleyball 
team returns for new 


season 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


It's been 
over a year 
since the NECC 
women’s vol- 
leyball team 
has graced the 
court, but this 
semester 
begins a new 
start and a new 
journey for the 
athletes. 

_ After reaching the Regional 
RRcmnplonship and bringing home 
‘the trophy, the team went on a hia- 
tus due to a lack of new players. 
Only six girls signed up for the 

am, Which wasn’t enough to keep 
the team afloat. With six players 

aving to be on the court at a time, 

ere would be no one left for a 

bstitution, and if someone was 
injured, that was the game. 


Photo by Ryan McBride 


From left to right: Ashley Eason, Kate Sanzo, Jennifer 
Bencivenga, and Shauna Gobei 


This season is starting out with 
seven players, including returning 
member Jennifer Bencivenga. 

Couch Sue MacAvoy has high 
hopes for the team. She wants the 
team to jump right back into the 
Regional championship and prove 
that a little vacation time won't 


make these girls soft. 

The team is small, but from the 
looks of it, very formidable. 
MacAvoy thinks they have what it 
takes, but she’s always looking for 
new players who want to join the 
team on this journey. It’s not too 
late. 


Iron Knight program 
rewards hard work 


New initiative hopes 
to bring recognition 
to NECC members 


By NICK SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


In weary times where many 
people only feel the urge to sit 


back and give up on ambition, 
Robert Parker, Coordinator of 
Wellness & Fitness at Northern 
Essex, wants you to feel good. 

Beginning at the start of the 
new semester, he’ll be launch- 
ing the Iron Knights initiative, 
a program that he hopes will 
motivate members of the col- 
lege community to give reason 
to exercise and test their 
endurance and skill in several 
key attributes. 


Join the NECC 
Women’s Volleyball 


For more information contact 


Sue MacAvoy 
phone 978-556-3820 or by email 


smacavoy@necc.mass.edu. 


The Department of Athletics is a part of the 
College Life and Healthy Living 
Division of Enrollment Management and Student Services 


A scoreboard will be placed 
in the weight room that will 
track the records of anyone 
who wants to join the program. 
Open to students, faculty, and 
administration; Parker wants 
people to be recognized for 
their achievements, noting a 
student from a few years ago 
who was pushing near Olympic 
records, but without due credit. 

For those who continue 
with the program throughout 


the semester, you will be 
awarded a signature Iron 
Knights sweatshirt (with 


hood), that will represent your 
progress and motivation to stay 
healthy, and hopefully inspire 
others who are still on the 
fence. 

Not only will the Iron 
Knights initiative bring a sense 
of pertinence to exercise, but it 
will give people a reason to 
venture into the Wellness & 
Fitness Center. 

Parker emphasized that 
there is no limit for the initia- 
tive; people are free to enter 
and exit the Wellness & Fitness 
Center any time during 9 to 8 
on Monday through Thursday, 
and 9 to 3 on Fridays. They are 
there, above all, for them- 
selves. 

Related, but not connected 
to the Iron Knights initiative, is 
Parker’s other forthcoming 
project, the Smoking Cessation 
Support Group. 

The mission statement is for 
those who wish to quit smoking 
to lean towards physical exer- 
cise as a means to kick the 
habit. 

There will always be new 
and innovative ideas for keep- 
ing fit, but the past has shown 
there is always a cost to the fast 
and simple path. The one tried 
and true method is and has 
always been to just exercise. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Misty May’ 
band plays for what 
Major League team? 


2. What African 
nation won silver in 
Men’s soccer this 


year? 


3. How old is the old- 
est female Olympic 
swimmer? 


4. How many times 
have the Olympics 


been held in 


5. What country won 
the most medals in 


2008? 
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“33 Br. G laseat 
Sports Director and Girls Volleyball Coach Sue MacAvoy watches with determination as her and the team begin pre-season drills. 


The team won two consecutive Regional Championships from 2005-06’. MacAvoy is determined to bring another championship to 
NECC. 
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Volleyball player Ashley Eason warms up during their first practice of the 


Aa 


The Volleyball team stretches, as preliminary training begins for 
season. what the team hopes to be another championship year. 


photos by: 
Staff Photographer Ryan McBride 
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Kate Sanzo(front), readies herself for the ball to come her way. 


